
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H9457 November 28, 2017 
manager will certainly have large 
shoes to fill. 

In Mr. Hanson’s next move, he will 
become the executive director for the 
Georgia Municipal Association, over-
seeing 500 Georgia cities, which I am 
sure will benefit from his assistance. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Larry on 
his years of public service, and best 
wishes for his future endeavors. 

f 

NATIONAL DAY OF GIVING 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, today is Giving Tuesday, 
a global day dedicated to giving back. 

Last week, we celebrated Thanks-
giving, and families across the country 
gathered to celebrate and give thanks 
for all their blessings. 

Today, on the National Day of Giv-
ing, many come together for a common 
purpose: to celebrate generosity and to 
give. 

Giving Tuesday kicks off the chari-
table season when many focus on their 
holiday and end-of-year giving to wor-
thy causes. Charitable giving is a force 
for good, which is why the tax reform 
package, approved by the House, main-
tains this important deduction. 

Charities, families, businesses, com-
munity centers, and people around the 
world will lend their time or their per-
sonal resources to philanthropic efforts 
across the Nation. 

Giving Tuesday also brings together 
the collective power of a unique blend 
of partners—nonprofits, civic organiza-
tions, businesses and corporations, as 
well as families and individuals—to en-
courage and amplify small acts of 
kindness. 

As a global movement, Giving Tues-
day unites countries around the world 
by sharing our capacity to care for and 
empower one another. That is some-
thing we can all celebrate. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ERIN HAMLIN 

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Erin Hamlin, a 
hardworking and outstanding con-
stituent of the 22nd Congressional Dis-
trict, who has just qualified for her 
fourth consecutive Winter Olympic 
Games. 

Erin hails from a beautiful hamlet in 
Oneida County, known as Remsen, New 
York. 

Erin started her career in luge in 
2005. Her first major international vic-
tory was achieved in 2009, in Lake 
Placid, at the World Luge Champion-
ships, where Erin earned a remarkable 
gold medal. 

At the 2014 Sochi Winter Olympics, 
Erin became the first American ever— 
both male and female—to medal in a 

singles luge competition when she 
brought home the bronze for Team 
USA. 

Next year, Erin will represent Team 
USA in South Korea by again com-
peting in the singles luge competition. 

Please join me in wishing the best of 
luck to our hometown rock star Erin 
Hamlin and all of Team USA in next 
year’s Winter Olympic Games in 
Pyeongchang, South Korea. 

f 

TAX REFORM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SMUCKER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2017, the 
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER) 
is recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
talk about a bill that poses a great 
danger to our country and a great dan-
ger to our people, particularly our peo-
ple who are struggling, who are living 
from paycheck to paycheck, because 
this bill, contrary to the assertion of 
our Republican colleagues, will not 
help them, and we are going to talk 
about that. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. LEVIN), a senior 
member of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, and my friend. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank our 
whip for trying to whip some common 
sense into this debate. 

I want to focus on the claims of the 
Republicans that this is a middle class 
tax cut. Halloween is over, but the 
masks of the Republican are still on. I 
think the largest and the most dan-
gerous one is the claim that this is a 
middle class tax cut. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to quote the 
President: ‘‘It is a tax bill for middle 
class.’’ 

Again, the President: ‘‘We will cut 
taxes tremendously for the middle 
class—not just a little bit, but tremen-
dously.’’ 

The Speaker: ‘‘The focus is on middle 
class tax relief.’’ 

The chairman of the committee: 
‘‘The truth is this is whole tax reform 
is designed for the middle class family 
that is working so hard or that Main 
Street business that is working so 
hard.’’ 

The majority leader in the Senate: 
To keep growing again, like we need this 

code to do, to get new jobs, opportunity, and 
significant tax relief for the middle class. 

Mr. Mnuchin: ‘‘On the personal tax 
side, middle-income people are getting 
cuts and rich people are getting very 
little cuts or, in certain cases, in-
creases under the Republican bills.’’ 

Mr. Mnuchin again: ‘‘Any reductions 
we have in upper income taxes will be 
offset by less deductions, so there will 
be no absolute tax cut for the upper 
class.’’ 

Senator HATCH: ‘‘Tax reform will pro-
vide relief and bigger paychecks to 
low- and middle-income families, make 
America a better place to start and 
grow a business, and allow American 

businesses to compete in the global 
marketplace.’’ 

The Joint Tax Committee and other 
entities have shown that this is not at 
all a middle class tax cut. The main 
beneficiaries are the very, very 
wealthy. 

Also, in terms of passthrough, there 
is so much talk that this will help the 
small-business person. The truth of the 
matter is that the vast majority of the 
benefit for passthroughs is going to go 
to the very wealthy. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. HOYER has been 
taking the lead on this and I salute 
him. 

Mr. Speaker, I just want to close by 
saying one thing about the deficits. 
You know, I don’t think they called 
Mr. HOYER a deficit hawk because he 
always wanted a balance, and he al-
ways said: ‘‘Look, deficits by them-
selves aren’t the only issue, but they 
are deeply relevant.’’ 

Mr. HOYER and I have stood together 
with others. When bills came up, which 
seemed so attractive, but were unpaid 
for, hundreds of billions of dollars, we 
said to the Republicans and anyone 
who voted with them: ‘‘You are in-
creasing the deficit, and it is very 
risky.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, as true as that may 
have been—and Mr. HOYER and I 
thought it was some years ago, or last 
year included—it is now even more rel-
evant and more dangerous because here 
we have a proposal in the House and it 
is going to be duplicated in the Senate. 
It is going to increase the deficit at 
least $1.5 trillion, and the notion is it 
will be taking care of growth. 

Mr. Speaker, I close by saying maybe 
that is the second biggest Halloween 
mask on the bill here and in the Sen-
ate. The notion of ‘‘Don’t worry about 
tax losses all of a sudden, don’t worry 
about the deficit increasing, because 
growth will take care of it,’’ we have 
seen that mask before. 

Mr. Speaker, I just wanted to join 
Mr. HOYER, but also to salute him for 
his dedicated and endless determina-
tion to really talk sense and talk the 
truth. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. HOYER for 
yielding to me. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for his kind comments 
and for the information he gave. As a 
senior member of the Ways and Means 
Committee he is, I think, as knowl-
edgeable about the history of these tax 
cuts as anyone can be, so I thank the 
gentleman for joining us in this effort 
to educate our friends and colleagues 
and the American public on the con-
sequences of this bill. 

Mr. LEVIN. And I will keep doing it. 
And now Mr. HOYER is going to yield 

to another champion who has worked 
how many years on these issues? 

Don’t say it is a long time. 
Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Sev-

eral. 
Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield to 

the gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. 
LARSON), one of the senior members of 
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